February 26, 2024

Dear Members of Congress,

The safety of America’s drinking water demands that deliberate pollution be addressed, and
pollutants tracked to the best of our nation’s ability. Recently, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has begun monitoring a list of “forever chemicals” — substances that linger in
America’s drinking water and are determined to pose a risk to those exposed the them. In a
recent letter sent to the EPA, Students for Life of America explained, “In recent years, and
largely in 2023, the EPA has increased its efforts to regulate per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(“PFAS”). With rulemaking, guidance, published initiatives, newly established pollution
standards, and more, the EPA has addressed concerns of pollution as a result of PFAS being
released on large scales into the environment. The EPA’s increased understanding of the
environmental harms these chemicals create has led it to take a closer look at the issue and
ultimately implement new strategies and regulations to control the release of PFAS and monitor
their impact more carefully. In implementing these new initiatives, the EPA has shown a
commitment to monitoring and controlling the effect that a constant stream of chemicals and
harmful substances — no matter how small those substances may be — may have on the
environment.”

In light of this effort, we urge you to direct the EPA to conduct regular and comprehensive
environmental testing for the presence of the abortion drug mifepristone in the same
manner as testing is conducted for “forever chemicals” or PFAS chemicals. This data is
needed to assess potential environmental harms from exposing aquatic animal and plant life and
the people relying on them to mifepristone, a widely used chemical abortion drug that according
to the Planned Parenthood-founded Guttmacher Institute now accounts for more than half of all
U.S. abortions.

As there is no mandatory national abortion data collected by the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) nor is there consistent data regarding adverse outcomes by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), the full scope of mifepristone use is poorly tracked. As such, data on the
scope of any environmental hazard is also limited.

However, the scope of potential environmental contamination is likely on the rise, when
considering that three-quarters of abortions in Europe are committed with Mifepristone pills,
according to the New York Times. Elsewhere the percentage is even higher, as an NIH report
notes that countries like Finland use Mifepristone pills 97.7% of the time, and in Sweden, the
pills are used more than 96.4% of the time.
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There is evidence that aquatic animal and plant life can be negatively impacted by Mifepristone,
but it has not been sufficiently investigated. Mifepristone can be present in the remains of the
blood and placenta tissue that, along with a preborn child, is flushed into America’s wastewater
when disposed of at a home, apartment, or dormitory. What limited research has been conducted
shows:

e Active metabolites including monodemethylated, didemethylated, and
hydroxylated metabolites of mifepristone, all retain considerable affinity toward human
progesterone and glucocorticoid receptors.! Mifepristone has been detected in waste
water possibly due to passing of contaminants found in blood following induced
abortion.™

e Drugs with similar effects as mifepristone, those drugs known as endocrine disrupting
compounds, containing progesterone inhibitors, have a similar chemical makeup and
have been shown to be passed into waste water and into wildlife,"-V:V"V!-Vix

o Early studies of mifepristone showed mutation of sex organs in fish and were never
thoroughly investigated.” The negative impact of endocrine disrupting compounds on
animals including fish, farm animals, dogs, and cats is documented in many studies of
these types of drugs. ™!

The extent to which mifepristone is then present in wastewater has not been sufficiently studied,
and the increase in the number of chemical abortions over the past two decades gives strong
reason to assess the presence of the drug in the environment and consider any related hazards.

Any such testing should be conducted in a manner that provides data regarding environmental
impact, an effort that will not reveal personally identifiable information about individuals, as the
focus is on water testing. Such research would strengthen and expand the already existing
CDC/NCHS collaborations with EPA that strives to implement, house, and maintain the most up-
to-date data to better identify communities at risk. EPA is already committed to efforts such as
the "American's Children and the Environment (ACE)" indicators series related to describing
contaminants in the air children breathe, the water they drink, and the food they eat.

In light of this, we call on Congress to demand that the EPA begin tracking the active metabolites
of Chemical Abortion Pills as part of their on-going efforts to determine long-term harms in our
water. Heightened distribution of abortion drugs gives urgency to the need for environmental
monitoring in the interest of protecting life, from endangered species to human beings. Doing so
is vital to ensuring that our environment does not fall victim to unintended consequences.

Sincerely,
Kristan Hawkins Marjorie Dannenfelser
President, Students for Life Action President, Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life

America


https://www.epa.gov/americaschildrenenvironment
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Penny Nance
CEO & President, Concerned Women for
America

Brendan O’Connell
President, Life Matters TV and Media, Inc

Allan Parker
President, The Justice Foundation

Pastor Joseph Parker

Director of Outreach and Intercession,
American Family Association
Bethlehem A.M.E. Church, Winona, MS

Frank Pavone
National Director, Priests for Life

Dawn Marie Pérez
Exec. Director, StandUpGirl.com Foundation
Inc.

Tony Perkins
President, Family Research Council

Lila Rose

Founder and President, Live Action
Robin Sertell

Chair, Montanans for Life

Chair, ProLife Bitterroot

President, Robin Sertell Ministries

Alexandra Snyder
CEOQ, Life Legal Defense Foundation

Brandi Swindell
Founder and CEO of Stanton Healthcare

Deborah Tilden
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President, National Right to Life.
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